
History of Art and Design 1

HISTORY OF ART AND DESIGN
Pratt Institute is an exceptional place to study the history of art and 
design. Our landmarked campus attracts leading artists, designers, 
historians, and theorists and is only minutes from the studios, galleries, 
private collections, libraries, and museums that make New York a premier 
center of art and design.

Our faculty is composed of distinguished scholars and mentors who 
focus on the intellectual and professional growth of our students. They 
bring a broad range of expertise and different methodologies to the 
classroom. Their expertise, dedication, and original thinking are evident 
in our curriculum and, most importantly, are reflected in the quality of 
our students’ work.

Students come from a wide range of backgrounds and leave with 
knowledge and experience that will inform and support their careers for 
many years.

Connections with other departments in all areas of fine arts and design—
interior, industrial, communications, and fashion—offer a unique platform 
for an interaction between practitioners and theoreticians. Our students 
witness the making of art and design firsthand.

The History of Art and Design Department offers exciting lectures and 
seminars on a wide range of approaches. Our ongoing relationships with 
various cultural organizations in the city enrich the graduate experience. 
Students have access to behind-the-scenes tours, can learn from 
professionals working in various related fields, and are able to participate 
in exhibition opportunities.

The History of Art and Design Department offers the MA degree, requiring 
36 credits, and a thesis. In addition, a dual-degree (total of 60 credits) is 
offered with Library and Information Science, leading to MA/MS degrees.

The History of Art and Design with Fine Arts (total 75 credits) is not open 
to new students for fall 2019 and fall 2020.

Chair 
Sarah Lictman

Assistant Chair 
Evan Neely, PhD

Assistant to the Chair 
Jill Song

Office 
Tel: 718.636.3598 
ha@pratt.edu 
www.pratt.edu/history-of-art-design-grad (http://www.pratt.edu/history-
of-art-design-grad/)

• History of Art and Design, MA (https://catalog.pratt.edu/graduate/
liberal-arts-sciences/history-art-design/history-art-design-ma/)

• History of Art and Design/Library and Information Science, MA/MS
(https://catalog.pratt.edu/graduate/liberal-arts-sciences/history-art-
design/history-art-design-library-information-science-ma-ms/)

• Museum Studies, Advanced Certificate (https://catalog.pratt.edu/
graduate/advanced-certificates-minors/museum-studies-advanced-
certificate/)

• Design History, Advanced Certificate (https://catalog.pratt.edu/
graduate/advanced-certificates-minors/design-history-advanced-
certificate/)

Sonya Abrego 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
M.Phil. Decorative Arts, Design History and Material Culture Studies; 
Ph.D., Bard Graduate Center.

Kira Albinsky 
Visiting Instructor 
B.A., Boston College; M.A., Ph.D. candidate, Rutgers University.

Karen Bachmann 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.F.A. Sculpture/Jewelry, Pratt Institute; M.A. History of Art, Purchase 
College, SUNY.

Lisa Banner 
Visiting Associate Professor 
B.A., Princeton University; Ph.D., Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University.

Ágnes Berecz 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Ph.D., Université Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne).

Corey D’Augustine 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A. Visual Arts and Biochemistry, Oberlin College; M.A. Art History, 
Institute of Fine Arts, New York University.

Ed DeCarbo 
Adjunct Associate Professor, CCE 
M.A., University of Chicago; M.A., Ph.D., Indiana University.

John Decker 
Chair 
M.A., Ph.D., University of California, Santa Barbara.

Peter De Staebler 
Assistant Professor 
A.B., Bowdoin College; M.A., Ph.D., Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University.

Eva Díaz 
Associate Professor 
M.A., Ph.D., Princeton University.

Mary Douglas Edwards 
Adjunct Professor, CCE 
M.L.S., M.A., Ph.D., Columbia University.

Diana Gisolfi 
Professor 
B.A., Radcliffe/Harvard; M.A., Ph.D., University of Chicago.

Frima Fox Hofrichter 
Professor 
M.A., Hunter College; Ph.D., Rutgers University.

Heather Horton 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A., DePauw University; M.A., Ph.D., Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University.
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Susan Karnet 
Visiting Instructor 
B.F.A., School of Visual Arts; M.F.A., Hunter College, CUNY.

Dara Kiese 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A. Modern History, University of Minnesota; M.Phil., Ph.D. Art History, 
The Graduate Center, CUNY.

Joseph Reid Kopta 
Visiting Instructor 
B.F.A., M.S., Pratt Institute; Ph.D. candidate, Temple University.

Gayle Rodda Kurtz 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
B.A., Stanford University; M.A., Hunter College; Ph.D., The Graduate 
Center, CUNY.

Tiffany Lambert 
Visiting Instructor

Thomas La Padula 
Adjunct Professor 
B.F.A., Parsons The New School for Design; M.F.A., Syracuse University.

Anca Lasc 
Assistant Professor 
B.A. History and Theory of Art and Literature, Jacobs University, Bremen, 
Germany; M.A., Ph.D., University of Southern California.

Michele Licalsi 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A., M.A., Institute of Fine Arts, New York University.

Elizabeth Meggs 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.F.A. Communications Arts and Design, Illustration, Virginia 
Commonwealth University.

Juan Monroy 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A. Film Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara; M.A., Ph.D., 
Cinema Studies, New York University.

Marsha Morton 
Professor 
M.A., University of Chicago; Ph.D., Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University.

Evan Neely 
Assistant Chair; Adjunct Assistant Professor 
B.F.A. Fine Arts, Parsons The New School for Design; M.Phil., M.A., Ph.D. 
Art History, Columbia University.

Caterina Pierre 
Visiting Associate Professor 
B.A., Brooklyn College, CUNY; M.A., Hunter College, CUNY; M.Phil., Ph.D., 
The Graduate Center, CUNY.

Joyce Polistena 
Adjunct Professor, CCE 
M.A. Art History, Hunter College; Ph.D., M. Phil., The Graduate Center, 
CUNY.

Elena Rossi-Snook 
Visiting Assistant Professor 

B.A. Cinema, SUNY Binghamton; M.A. Film Archiving, University of East 
Anglia.

Ann Schoenfeld 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
M.A., University of Chicago; Ph.D., The Graduate Center, CUNY.

Elizabeth St. George 
Visiting Instructor 
B.A., Kent State University; M.A., Ph.D. candidate, Bard Graduate Center.

Adédoyin Teriba 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.Arch., Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria; M.Arch., 
University of Oklahoma; M.A., Ph.D. candidate, Princeton University.

Alice Walkiewicz 
Visiting Instructor 
B.A., University of Kansas; M.Phil., Ph.D. candidate, The Graduate Center, 
CUNY.

Bor-Hua Wang 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
M.A., University of Kansas; Ph.D., Columbia University.

Sarah Wilkins 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A., Vanderbilt University; M.S., Pratt Institute; Ph.D., Rutgers University.

Karyn Zieve 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
B.A., Wellesley College; M.A., University of Pennsylvania; Ph.D., Institute 
of Fine Arts, New York University.


