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INTERIOR DESIGN
The MFA in Interior Design at Pratt Institute is located within the ultimate
learning environment of New York City—the interior design capital of the
United States. Over the last decade, DesignIntelligence has consistently
ranked our undergraduate and graduate programs in the top three in
the country. This year, the MFA ranked, once again, number one, and
the BFA ranked number two. As one of the most prominent graduate
programs, we inspire our students to become leaders by setting high
standards for critical thinking, exemplary expression, professional
aptitude, and responsible action in enhancing and transforming
the human environment. We present an inspiring and challenging
course of study in an expanding and dynamic discipline. The MFA in
Interior Design guides students in generating creative solutions that
integrate an understanding of craft and making, material research,
changing technologies, sustainable practices, and current issues,
including knowledge about global cultural history and diverse contexts.
The program prepares students to engage in critical inquiry and at an
explorative capacity which will establish them as innovators in the field
of interior design pointing to the larger potentials of professional practice,
design education, and research affecting the interior environment.

The MFA degree concentrates on the preparation of individuals who
are ready to contribute to the academic discipline as well as the
profession. Our students are drawn from all parts of the world, with
varying backgrounds, and from a variety of disciplines, which creates
an intellectually stimulating environment. They are a select group who
come to Pratt to work hard and prepare to enter a profession in which
the designer must be multifaceted and able to provide innovative design
solutions. Many come to the program for a career change, so classroom
and studio interchange is enhanced by the diversity of students—a
student who comes from a background in economics has a very different
approach from one coming from dance, and each has something to
learn from the other. An important part of Pratt’s mission is to challenge
graduates to reach their fullest potential and prepare them to become
leaders in the profession.

The MFA curriculum brings a focus to the interior by concentrating on
many scales, uses, and activities to connect the discipline and practice
of interior design to larger issues of habitation, urbanization, and society.
Our faculty members are a mixture of practicing professionals and
academics with many kinds of expertise. They bring real-world design
experience and several types of methods and processes into their
creative classroom teaching. The program curriculum instills values
in its students, not as mere competencies, but as opportunities for
critical engagement in the contemporary world. In support of these
transformative responsibilities, the program fosters an inquisitive
dialogue amongst its faculty and students, thus providing an open
exchange between the world of designers, producers, and users of the
built environment.
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• Students are able to demonstrate a detailed level of problem
identification and solving in the design of interior environments,
informed by rigorous research and analysis, culminating in a
comprehensive body of work.

• Students are able to demonstrate proficiency in analog processes
and digital technologies to effectively generate and communicate
their ideas visually.

• Students are able to use written and oral communication to
effectively develop and convey their ideas.

• Students are able to demonstrate comprehension of cultural, social,
and political issues affecting the design discipline, theory, and
practice in order to position the role of interior design within a broader
global discourse concerning human behavior and experience.

• Students are able to develop and integrate an understanding of
sustainable design issues, strategies, and qualities in relation to the
interior environment and its occupants.

• Students are able to demonstrate knowledge of emerging
technologies within and adjacent to the interior design discipline.

• Students are able to integrate knowledge of regulations and
guidelines related to construction processes, products, and labor
practices.

• Students are able to research, test, and integrate innovative
applications of light, color, and materiality as essential design
elements and principles.

• Students are able to recognize and demonstrate awareness
of the implications of spatial and material practices and their
representations for a diversity of individuals and communities.
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